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Vlad Case Study
Observably, human development occurs all through an individual’s life. Through the various stages of development, individuals exhibit particular patterns of behavior, establishing respective individual capacities. Admittedly, each stage of development is associated with different capacities. For instance, Erickson believed that human development is a continuous process occurring all through the entire process of an individual’s life. Erickson argued that there are new challenges in each stage that people must handle with different strategies. For this reason, with the relocation to a different environment coming to new challenges, Vlad is forced to develop new strategies to cope with the new environment.
Similarly, as observed by Vygotsky, children can develop their basic skills into advanced skills with adults' help. In this theory, Vygotsky particularly focused on culture and social interactions in influencing a child’s cognitive development. Against this theory, it is important to note that as individuals grow older, their basic skills become more complex; however, this is only possible with advanced social interactions with adults, consequently promoting their cognitive development growth (Gauvain, 2019). Vlad, having moved into a new neighborhood, now lives next to his uncle, who, besides liking him a lot, teaches him some observably complex things which allow him to stretch his cognitive abilities.
Erickson argued that during the elementary school stage (ages 6-12), most children usually tend to compare themselves to those around them, including their peers, with the sole purpose of determining how they measure (Gross, 2019). He highlights that children can either develop a feeling of pride and accomplishment at this stage when they measure up; however, they can develop a feeling of inferiority if they don’t measure up. Consequently, this presents direct impacts on their school life, social activities, and even family life. For this reason, Erickson states that teachers and parents can assist these young individuals in developing a new sense of competence and believing in themselves. Admittedly, this is what Vlad's uncle has done, consequently improving his school work.
In this view, it is essential to understand that children are viewed as active learners who actively integrate new knowledge with the existing knowledge to develop a more advanced cognitive ability. In essence, teaching Vlad about car engines and computers might seem complex; however, this has helped him enhance his cognitive development growth.
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